Clinicopathological implication of cripto expression in early stage invasive cervical carcinomas.
This study evaluates the expression of cripto (CR-1) protein in matched sets of non-neoplastic cervical epithelium, primary cervical carcinoma and metastatic tumours in the lymph nodes to investigate its role in uterine cervical cancer development and progression. Ninety-four primary cervical carcinomas in an early clinical stage and having the same surgical treatment modality were analysed. Immunoreactivity in the primary tumour was compared with that of non-neoplastic cervical epithelium and metastatic lymph nodes. The conventional clinicopathological prognostic variables for cervical carcinomas such as grade, tumour size, depth of invasion, parametrial and endometrial extension, lymphovascular space involvement and lymph node metastasis status were also compared with CR-1 expression of the primary tumour. Strong CR-1 immunopositivity was significantly correlated with tumour size and lymphovascular space involvement (P < 0.05). Furthermore, a significant relationship was found between CR-1 immunoreactivity and endometrial extension as well as parametrial involvement (P < 0.05). Interestingly, the CR-1 expression level was increased in metastatic lymph nodes compared with their primary tumours. These results suggest that CR-1 may contribute to disease progression in cervical carcinomas.